comics 
сора 


THE INVINC 


| 


fa P к 
amem ұс) 


AN 
Ч 72318 
E MARAUDER % 


77) CRIES: Г 8 


=; 
4444. \ YOUR STRUGGLES ARE LESS THAN 
LGELESS ,AVENGER-- THERE 
15 WO WAY YOU CAN BREAK 
THE HOLD OF MY IMPROVISED 
CAPTO-LOCK! 


DON'T COUNT 
ON IT, BUDDY! 
I ҮС BUST OUT 
OF HERE-- 


Bu WHEN 


I 2O-- YOUR 
NAME'S MUD! 


MAY FRIGHTEN 
LESSER ADVENTURERS, 


IRON MAN, BUT 2-- 
FAIL NOW! 
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TELE, vou 2/2 DEVASTATE 
2 МУ ДАХИ ЛЕЛЕ --BLIT IN THE 
— FINAL CONFLICT, YOU 
FELL AREY TO MY 
SCHEME -— 


THAT'S IT-- 
—-А5 WILL THE 


KEEP 
ENTIRE DETROIT TALKING- 
METROPOLIS! 


ӨӨ --АМР I'LL RAM YOUR PLANS 
DOWN YOUR HECA 


"WHEN THE 5.2. AEROSPACE DIVISION REPORTED THE 
SHUTTLES DARING 744667; I WAS ABLE TO TAKE QUICK 
ACTION -~ AS IRON MANS ха. 
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"BUT THE MARAUDER MWNGELE 

ENTERED THE FRAY -- AND I WAS 

CQWEREPARED FOR HIS GREAT 
INVENTIVE POWERS! 
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"ВИТ NOT TOUGH ENOUGH! 


N МЕ THEN HS CHINTEY- 
LOOKING PUCK MOG ERS 
б BLASTED ME ОСУ?" 
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v SJELLE HERE, | |775 AV AWESOME SIGHT ro BLASTING UPWARDS PAST THEM, | 
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45 FOR (75 MISSION- z нас ORIGINALLY PLANNED ТО HOLD 
THAT /5 REVEALED WO THE SHUTTLE FOR RANSOM — — AND 
LATER IN THE | WOULD HAVE EASILY RECEIVED IT! 
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BUT A MODERN-DAY 
RATE MUST BE MORE 
М THAN <“ X47 -- AND 
\ 50 I HAVE REVISED 
MY STRATEGY! 


í ET 


YES, I АМ IF THE COUNTRY DOESN'T 
о up то PAY ME ONE БЕГОМ 


--THERE WERE THOSE I MUST SUPERVISE THE 
WHO SAID SRON MAN GOMBE-CONSTRYCTION, 
СЯ BN STEELE! MEANWHILE, 
FIND OUT WHAT YOU 
CAN ABOUT OUR 
CAPTIVE $ ARMOR: 


SHELLHEAD-- SO I'LL 
TAKE ZWEM, FIRST! 


DO YOU SER/OUSLY EXPECT 

VERY INTRICATE THE MARAUDER TO LET YOU 

CIRCUITRY -- BUT STAY ALIVE WITH THAT 
KNOWLEDGE, STEELE ? 


DON'T EVEN 
TRY ORIVING 
A WEDGE 
BETWEEN US, 
AVENGER-- | 


ALL POWER 
15 BEING 
CoccecTeo-- 


SOON Att YOUR 
WEAPONS’ GECRETS 
WILL BE SECRETS 
WO MORE! 
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эй } POWER AGAINST YOU! | | / LEFT IN THE 
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THF BLAST 
SHOULD DELIVER ЖЕ 


THEN FINALLY 
STOPPED! 
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MERELY ROARS AT THE NEW PAIN 
POUNDING AGAINST HIS CHEST == 


-- AND THEN, SHREDDING 
MACHINERY LIKE PAPER -- 


YOU CAN'T BE ALLOWED 
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П THE BOSS’ PLANS! 
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рэ BETWEEN YOUR 
FREEDOM OR 


WHEN IT COMES (2 NW -- YOU GUYS HAVE 
TO АЛУ Ww. УЖЕ MANDARIN 
АСА BEAT ALL HOLLOW! 


| NOW TO GET ON 
THE GAL L-- AND 
STOP THAT 


-- BUT UNLESS MARAUDER'S YOU'RE LIKE А Ж 4 
EARS ARE ATTUNED TO 4/57 WALKING 47." 
_ SLAPPING AWS 


IT DIDN'T TAKE АМ 
«С, TO HEAR 
THE PHENOMENAL 
CLAMOR. 


-- THERE'LL BE 
WO ALARMS 
SOUNDED JOPAY, 
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RIGHT AFTER 
PEPPER TELLS ME 
SHE'S GOTTA BE 

IN DETROIT FOR 
“WORK <= 


SEZ SHE'S GOTTA 
"EXPAND HERSELF 
‘N’ "GROW... 


IF I DIDN'T 
WOW BETTER, 
I'D THINK SHE 
STILL HASA 
CIO Hy - ON 
РОК TONY... 


AW... WHO YOU 


BETWEEN PEPPER 
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AND IT'S GOTTA END! Y 
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ләй 1 I'M GONNA CALL 
HER AGAIN-- TELL 
HER І /М5/67 SHE 
WONDER IF 


I wol 
HE'S STILL ЯУ 
FROM OUR 42057. 
TALK 13€ 


МАММА ЖА 
ABOUT THAT! X LAST ISSUE! --RT. 


--BUT MORE IMPORTANT-- 
I WISH MISTER STARK TO 
RELAY MY RANSOM 
MESSAGE -- 


COULDN'T 
ЕСИМЕ 


WITH HIM ВЕ || 


| 7 „уе, ves-- т ТҮЙ) 
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40 SHE LEAVES... NOT 
KNOWING THE CALL UN -= 


„1: NOR AWARE HER 
SEARCH /5 ALPES 
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Ц SEEKS /5 LIKEWI: 
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AS WE RETURN NOW TO Sed -- ^ 


TELE ME, MARAUDER-- 
CO YOU PLAN ON А 


ALL IT TOOK WAS 
A FEW MOMENTS 
ING 


YOUR TOME 15 TOSSED 


2 E Lm ASIDE LIKE 2/27 
کک کاک‎ 2, 4 CLOPS: 
А 42 = GM (2 
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МО MATTER-- =- I'VE AROVEW MY SUPERIORITY! 
— ALL I NEED 15 ТО КАИРЕ IT! - 
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THINK LOST, 
AVENGER! 


MY OPTI-BLAST YW 


IS A PRECIOUS 
УУЕАРОМ-- 
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WHERE ARE YOUR 
BOASTS NOM, 511. 
WARRIOR? KAHA. 


-- BUT I'LL 6 ЖУ DRAIN ITS 
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LAST ERG TO COMPLETELY N 
ASSURE ITS EFFECTS! х 
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HE CAN'T USE HIS 
BLAST AGAIN -= 


--I CAN RIP INTO 


AY REMAINING 
GLOVES M/AYWG -- 


ALL I HOPE IS А CHARGE = 3 
THROUGHOUT MY ИЯ ОС 


NERVOLIS SYSTEM WILL. 
DO THE TRICK! 


IT^ А GAMBLE--~\ 


BUT IF І САМ ZZ$@G#W 
DEFEAT FOR JUST 
ж WTS- 


--PRESTO-- у ү 
LE be o оғ А 


--EXPOSEA QW... AND WITH THE 
LIVE WIRE... SMALLEST POSSIB 
т CURRENT -- s 


WELL, YOUR SIGHT IT WAS ALL TO 

RETURNS! YOUR FIRST CLAMP YOUR 

DISPLAY OF RESOURCE- WRIST-- LIKE SO-- 
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FULLNESS, IRON МАМ: 


~= CLENCH MY 
FIST-- LIKE 


50-- 


NOW TO DISMANTLE THAT SOME! _ 
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THE ВИЕ, THOUGH 
TRONG ER 


FOR MY OWN COSTUME 
ABSORBS HIS РОУЕК-- АМР $ 
SIPHONS IT FOR MY 
қ РИМ USES 


қ ІМ FACT, NOW 

IVE JUST ` 
2 ENOUGH yx 

№ ENERGY то-- J Э 


(BUT NOT ENOUGH THAT I CAN'T 
DELIVER A FINAL ДЕЛИ WITH 
n MY CANI EM _ 
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| AND NOW THIS 
NM Wide, | FIGHT S PERSONAL £ 


F A GIVEN UP 722 
MOCHW-- COME ES 
FAR -- ТО LET YOU 

Б. ZO THAT! 


мов ALMOST MERC, 
PUNK-- BUT YOU'RE TALKING 
ABOUT THREATENING MORE -- 
Ed AND T CAN'T ALLOW 72227 


THEN LET'S DO THIS SQUARE! BUT I CAN'T TURN 
YOU HAVE YOUR HAND- DOWN A DIRECT 
SAASHIN' ARMOR: LET 

ME НАМЕ YOUR GEE 

GLOVE-- ТО PROTEL 
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(1 SHORTED АХ 
ІТ TO REGAIN M 

X AY.S76//7-- | 


moun ІМ SURE STERLE 
DOESN'T KNOW THAT! 


YOU'RE SUCH А SNUKER, 

- IRON MAN! << 
DID YOU REALLY THINK “үг 
T BeOPECTION > AV TURN 

: STEELE! PID 

VOL REALLY 

THINK I'D 


LENE 
ТЕ STORY? 


TRATION Ч Ё Ту SUBTLE CONTRAST, 
DIPS ITS FRENETIC (RON MAN ENBED HIS 
FINGERS INTO FA к COLLOQUIAL BANTER... 
42954) : k ASSUMING ONCE MORE W 
OF т : THE ATTITUDE HE FITS 
GEST-- سا‎ 


AN | SUTHS MISSILES шй 
2 SNAP LIKE 


--BLUT HE LG 
HIS INTUITION =~ 


/ ЖА В 


; А” --REASONING 
< A RUSHES Та 


е 

OF BATTLE-MONED B 7 A JAW-WRENCHING ФАЗА SENDS 
EXPERIENCE! Ый —— | AM FLYING LIKE A PAPER АМЕ-- 
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--70 TWIST DOWN 


INTO A MERCIFUL 
IRAIN- BLACKENING 
КОСМ? ~ 


N / X 


a] WITH SILENT SATISFACTION; (RON 
р MAN РЛАР FROM HIS VICTORY -- 


2 22 i { 
4 211 № WAS uj NUCLEAR THREAT HE HAS 
- c— BATTLED 50 MARO ТО 
STEELE DOESN'T EVEN FEEL OVERCOME! 
шу 2” И 


HIMSELF SLUMP TO THE FLOOR! Са 


Жар 50 LATER, /7/6 

BACK 72 PLAY. 

INPUSTR/ALIST, TONY 
STARE. 


I KNOW YOU DON'T 

HOLD ANY TEARS IN 

FOR му SOPYGUARL.., 
WHAT'S THE TROUBLE? 
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I've 70222 YOU HOW HE 


| 
DOESN'T LIKE MY 7AVELING! 
WELL , HE SENT A А/М 
LET ME T. 
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"DEAR JET-SET QUOTE PERHAPS IF Г SPOKE 7, 
WIFE UNQUOTE,,, CAN'T , ч WITH HIM... EXPLAINED... AS 
SEE YOL... CAN'T сон” 
TALK WITH YOU. 


SOCK ІТ TO ' 
SHEL-HEAD 
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o Vo MARVEL COMICS GROUP, 575 MADISON AVE. МУС /0022 о 
Dear Steve, Jim, and Roy; 
Congratulations! After many issues of (in my 
opinion) boring stories, IRON MAN #56 was а 
delight. This and #55 were creative and most of 
all, fun. | attribute most of this to Jim Starlin. Did 
he plot both issues or just #55? | am eagerly 
awaiting CAPT. MARVEL #25. His artwork has 
the most dynamic renditions of old heroes I've 
seen in years. 
Getting back to ish #56, | noted an element of 
humor. This has been lacking in many of Маг- 
vel's books lately. Thank, you Steve Gerber! | 
certainly hope to see more of this in the future. 1 
also noted that there was no romantic interest in 

the story. | didn't miss it a bit 
Scott Bukatman RFO, KFO, 28 East 16 St. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11226 


Mr. Gerber, 

Congrats оп IRON MAN #56! Your subtle hu 
mor made it one of the most enjoyable ten min- 
utes | have ever spent, (Orange Julius, good 
grief!!) 

Mako Sano, 876 King Drive 
Daly City, CA. 94015 


Dear Stan, Roy, Steve, and Jim; 

To be truthful, IRON MAN #56 was а dud. | 
mean the artwork was sloppy. And another thing 
that caught my eye was Iron Man skating (I've 
never seen him do it before). But two great ish's 
were IRON MAN #53 & 54. Those two had great 
artwork. Anyway, | don't believe in long letters 

Brian Connolly, 17678 La Rosa In. 
Fountain Valley, CA 


4 


And that's how the тай went, folks. Two- 
thirds of you had mountains of praise for the 
fill-in scripting of Steve Gerber and the aus- 
picious two-issue art debut of Jim Starlin on 
IRON MAN. The third third will be pleased to 
know that Mike Friedrich and George Tuska are 
back on the strip to stay. (Actually, we think all 
three thirds will be intrigued and delighted with 
the developments Mike and George are planning 
for Shell-Head's perii-fraught future. So keep 
thine ever-lovin' eyes glued to these pages.) 

To answer the questions these three letters 
pose: 

Iron Man's jet-skates date all the way back to 
TALES OF SUSPENSE £44 (August, 1963). 
Steve and Jim only wish they could claim credit 
for creating them! 

And in regards to the plotting on the two 
Starlin-illustrated issues: Jim plotted IM #55 
himself. Steve and Jim collaborated on the plot- 
ting of #56. (Maybe “conspired” would be more 
accurate?) 

In any event, Scott, Mako, and Brian — thanks 
much for your carefully considered comments. 
We appreciate it, guys. And пож. . . ONWARD! 


Dear Marvel, 

IRON MAN #56: what can | say? | just thor- 
oughly enjoyed it. There were so many humorous 
things in the story that really made it a joy to 
read! Things like Iron Man riding his jet-powered 
roller skates; Rasputin being hit by an ice cream 
cone (and the many other blunders he had made 
in his tife); or when he was hit by the police car 
when he was trying to escape. Probably the fun 
niest thing was his discussion with Dr. Strange 
at an Orange Julius stand. 

The story was very well written and drawn. 
Everything seemed to fit in so well, It was kind of 
a light, easy-going story, full of humor and sad- 
ness. Hey, | almost think you guys at Marvel are 


HERE COME THE VAMPIRES! 


MARVEL'S NEWEST, MOST 


NIGHTMARISH MAG OF ALL-- 


FEATURING: 


THE MAN-BAT CALLED 


MORBIUS! 


SPIDER-MANS MOST MACABRE FOE, 
NOW IN A SERIES ALL HIS OWN! 


e 
«CURSE oF TNE ЛИДИ 


AND ENOUGH FANTASY AND PHOTOS 
GROOVIN’ IN THE GRAVEYARD FROM 201813 TO SUNRISE! 


trying to pull our legs into thinking this was a 
real episode in the life of Iron Man. It is sort of 
like you let your creative minds run rampant, 
thus producing almost a satire on Iron Man and 
his many battles. Why, | venture to say that the 
whole story could be explained by realizing that 
this was just a very enjoyable dream of Iron Man. 
He is probably sitting in a chair in Avenger's 
Mansion right now smiling, and remembering 
this wondrous dream. 

Oh, and how about a по-ргіге for being one of 
millions to spot the word "Gotham" on the 
splash page? And I.M. doesn't even wear а cape 
or have pointy ears. 

I sure would like a P M M. 

Keith Redenbaugh 
Box 554 College V, U.C.S.C. 
Santa Cruz, CA. 95060 


Sorry, Keith. You get your QNS (by virtue of 
having your letter printed), but no no-prize or 
РММ just yet. The reason? "Gotham," though 
some would have you believe otherwise, is naught 
but a decades-old nickname for New York City! 
Sheesh! If we gave you a no-prize for spotting 
that, just imagine the thousands we'd have to 
give out next time we referred to NYC as a 
"sprawling metropolis''!! 

And by the way, the Rasputin adventure really 
did happen. It's the previous fifty-five issues that 
were “imaginary stories"! (Okay, okay — we're 
kidding!!) 
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